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Abstract 
Understanding the concepts of Global Health One Health and Planetary Health is essential for health 
information professionals and medical librarians that wish to support research and education in these public 
health domains. This brief note aims to provide a short overview of the concepts. 
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In an era of increasing global interconnectivity, the 
health of individuals, animals, and ecosystems is deeply 
intertwined. While Public Health is a concept that is 
well known to most health information professionals 
and medical librarians, three major frameworks – 
Global Health, One Health and Planetary Health – ad-
dress the complex challenges posed by this interdepen-
dence. For health information professionals and 
medical librarians, understanding these concepts is es-
sential to support research and education in these pub-
lic health domains. The following table (Table 1) 
introduces each concept and highlights key organiza-

tions and publications, aiming to deliver a summary 
without the aim of being comprehensive. 
Global Health, One Health and Planetary Health pro-
vide frameworks for addressing current and emerging 
health challenges from a holistic perspective. Under-
standing these concepts enables medical librarians and 
health information professionals to support interdisci-
plinary health research, inform global public policy, and 
enhance public health education. As the world faces 
increasing environmental and health crises, these 
health domains will be essential in understanding and 
shaping the determinants of a healthier future for all.
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Summary of 
the concept 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Global Health 
 
Global Health is a multidisci-
plinary field that seeks to im-
prove public health and achieve 
equity in health outcomes world-
wide. It addresses transnational 
health issues, health determi-
nants, and solutions, emphasiz-
ing cooperation and 
resource-sharing across borders. 
Global Health prioritizes access 
to healthcare, disease preven-
tion, and health system strength-
ening, especially in low- and 
middle-income countries.  
 

One Health 
 
One Health is an integrated ap-
proach that recognizes the inter-
connectedness of human, 
animal, and environmental 
health. It emphasizes collabora-
tion across multiple sectors – 
such as medicine, veterinary sci-
ence, and environmental science 
– to prevent and manage health 
threats, particularly zoonotic dis-
eases (e.g., avian influenza, 
COVID-19). It is essential in 
preventing pandemics and tack-
ling antimicrobial resistance. 
 

Planetary Health 
 
Planetary Health is a broader, 
multidisciplinary concept that 
recognizes that the health of the 
human civilization depends on 
Earth’s natural systems. It en-
compasses climate change, bio-
diversity loss, pollution, land 
system change, freshwater 
change, biogeochemical flows, 
and other planetary boundaries. 
It analyzes the impacts of human 
disruptions to Earth´s natural 
systems on human health and 
the more-than-human life on 
Earth. 
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Key  
organizations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key literature 

World Health Organization 
(WHO); United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund (UNICEF); World 
Food Programme (WFP); Doc-
tors Without Borders (Médecins 
Sans Frontières; MSF); Interna-
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross; The Global Fund. 
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World Health Organization 
(WHO); One Health Commis-
sion (OHC); Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO); World 
Organisation for Animal Health 
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liance (PHA); United Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP); Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC); Intergovernmental Sci-
ence-Policy Platform on Biodi-
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